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their most serious enemy, he might also some day, perhaps,
become their best friend.
Behind Harley, Seymour, the pre-eminent * sham good-
fellow * of the age, cheered on his West Country pack
with all the zest of a huntsman on a good scenting day.
The Tory squires roared about the expense of useless
and insolent popinjays; and the Whigs joined them in
descanting upon the menace to freedom inherent in a
standing army. The King was aghast at these furious
manifestations. His heart bled for the officers and men
with whom he had marched and fought during the long,
sombre campaigns. Every fibre in his nature revolted at
the baseness, cruelty, and ingratitude with which his faithful
troops were treated, and at the same time he felt his whole
European position undermined by the blotting out of
England as a military factor. But he was powerless. More-
over, it was resolved that such troops as must perforce
be retained should not comprise a single foreigner. The
Dutch Guards must forthwith quit the island. Accordingly
this well-trained, devoted brigade began its march to the coast.
The Commons rejected the King's final appeal for their
retention, though he wrote his message throughout in his own
hand. When in his Speeches from the Throne he suggested
that the country was being endangered, haughty demands
were made in the Commons for the names of the Ministers who
had dared to counsel him to address them in such terms.
Can we wonder that the unhappy prince, insulted in the hour
of his greatest triumph, hamstrung in the full stride of his
most beneficent activity, outraged in his honour and comrade-
ship as a soldier, wished to quit the insensate and ungrateful
people whose religion, whose institutions he had preserved,
and whose fame he had lifted so high ? He would abandon the
odious and intractable race. He would retort their hatred
of foreigners with a gesture of inexpressible scorn, Europe
might clatter again into confusion so that insular ignorance
should reap its harvest. That he mastered these emotions is
a measure of his quality. It was the hardest of his victories,
and without it his life's work must have perished. Yet if
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